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Community Rallies Behind Students: Over $18,000 Raised for The Mustard Seed’s School Lunch 

Program Through Annual Turkey Hamper Campaign 
 

RED DEER, AB — The Mustard Seed Red Deer, in partnership with Central Alberta Co-op and 90.5 Shine FM, is 
celebrating the success of this year’s School Lunch Program Turkey Hamper Campaign, raising over $18,000 in 
support of local students and families in need. 

On Wednesday, October 8, more than 230 Thanksgiving Turkey Hampers will be assembled at The Mustard Seed 
Red Deer and distributed by Red Deer Catholic and Red Deer Public School Liaison Counsellors to families enrolled in 
the School Lunch Program—just in time for the Thanksgiving holiday. Additional hampers will be distributed in the 
coming months to support even more Central Alberta school families. 

“This campaign is a beautiful example of how our community shows up for one another,” says Scott Tilbury 
Senior Development Officer. “Thanks to the generosity of Central Alberta Co-op, Shine FM, and local donors, 
hundreds of students will experience the joy and dignity of sharing a Thanksgiving meal with their families.” 

Every school day, The Mustard Seed delivers an average of 700 nutritious lunches to students across 50+ Central 
Alberta schools, spanning Red Deer, Sylvan Lake, Innisfail, Bowden, Delburne, Elnora, and Trochu—totaling more 
than 95,000 lunches throughout the 2024–25 school year. 

Each lunch includes a sandwich, a serving of fresh fruit and vegetables, and a snack such as a cookie, granola bar, or 
yogurt tube. These meals help reduce hunger, improve focus and learning, and foster long-term health and stability 
for students across Central Alberta. 

The Mustard Seed extends heartfelt gratitude to its partners, volunteers, and donors who make this initiative 
possible each year. 

About The Mustard Seed:  

The Mustard Seed is a Christian non-profit organization that has been caring for individuals experiencing 

homelessness and poverty since 1984. The organization operates in multiple cities – Calgary, Edmonton, Red Deer, 

Medicine Hat, and Grande Prairie in Alberta, Kamloops in British Columbia, and Saskatoon in Saskatchewan. All 

locations offer a different range of programs and services to serve our most vulnerable community 
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